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Campus Sustainability Day:  
What’s Your Talent? 

     Campus Sustainability is coming up 
quickly on October 24th.  The day will 
begin on central campus in the Willard 
Straight Memorial Room from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm.  There will be displays 
by student, staff, and faculty groups, 
each presenting their work relating to 
sustainability.  There will be free food 
from Greenstar.  On Ho Plaza, the Sus-
tainable Enterprise Association will be 
holding “Sustain Your Appetite,” an 
event exhibiting food from local ven-
dors.  In addition, Ho Plaza will be ad-
vertised as a “no-waste zone.” 
      That evening, all the displays will 
move up North to the first floor of 
RPCC from 5:00 to 8:00 at night to 
catch the dinner crowd.  Outside 
RPCC, there will be a carpooling com-
petition (with prizes) hosted by Zim-
ride, the Facebook carpool application 
that was co-founded by Cornell Alum 
John Zimmer.  Inside RPCC, on the big 
screen television, will a photo and in-
formation slideshow.  The Ecoplayers 
will be performing The Lorax at 6:00.  
Following the performance at 6:30, 
there will be a talent show.  The details 
are as follows: 
 
 

Talent Show:  6:30 at RPCC 

• Anyone can perform 
• Up to 3 minute performance 
• Judged by the Sustainability Hub 
• Send a representative from your sus-

tainability group! 
     Following at talent show, the a cap-
pella group Key Elements will be per-
forming at 7:00.  Be sure to come by 
and give them an audience!  Finally, 
Roots and Shoots will be showing the 
movie Downwind Downstream at 
8:15 as part of 
their Environ-
mental Justice 
movie series.  
The showing 
will be in HEC 
auditorium in 
Goldwin Smith. 
 
For more info 
about tabling 
and other 
events, contact 
Chelsea Clarke 
(CMC255). 
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“The purpose of the 
Coalition is to 

encourage more 
sustainable and socially 

responsible investing 
with the money in 
Cornell’s $5 billion 

endowment.”  

and socially responsible 
investing with the money 
in Cornell’s $5 billion en-
dowment.  The Coalition 
has focused its efforts on 
improving Cornell’s grade 
on the college Sustainabil-
ity Report Card produced 
by the Sustainable En-
dowments Institute.  
While Cornell scored a B- 
on overall campus sus-
tainability, the three areas 
where it received average 
or failing grades are en-
dowment priority, invest-
ment priorities, and share-
holder engagement. 
     In order to better un-
derstand how to improve 
Cornell’s investing prac-

     This fall, students 
from a wide variety of 
graduate and undergradu-
ate student groups joined 
forces to form the Sus-
tainable Investment Coa-
lition, which is to be or-
ganized by the Sustain-
ability Hub.  The purpose 
of the Coalition is to en-
courage more sustainable 

tices, KyotoNow invited 
Michael Orlowski from 
the Sustainable Endow-
ments Institute to explain 
how other universities 
make a positive impact 
with large endowments.  
Orlowski explained that 
most of the other Ivy 
League Schools have 
committees that review 
and make decisions on 
shareholder resolutions.  
Since Cornell is a partial 
owner in any company 
that it owns stock, it has a 
vote in large decisions 
that are presented by the 
management.  Currently, 
Cornell always votes with 
the management,  

The Sustainable Investment Coalition is Launched  
foregoing its ability to 
change practices within 
the company.  The com-
mittee would vote on 
these shareholder resolu-
tions and introduce reso-
lutions for other share-
holders to vote on.  For 
example, the committee 
could introduce a resolu-
tion regarding energy effi-
ciency and all sharehold-
ers would have an oppor-
tunity to vote for or 
against the resolution.  In 
this way, Cornell could 
have a great impact com-
pany practices. 
     To get involved, con-
tact Whitney Larsen 
(WBL5). 

 

New Projects at the Hub: Biodiesel, Water bottles, Outreach 
     The Sustainability Hub 
started the year with a 
slew of new ideas and 
projects.  Carlos Rymer 
(CMR55) has spear-
headed a group working a 
biodiesel proposal for 
Cornell University.  Cur-
rently, Cornell Dining 
pays to have 6,000 gallons 
of vegetable oil disposed 
of.  Instead, that oil could 
be converted to biodiesel 
through a few simple 
physical and chemical re-
actions.  The process 
could be done by students 
receiving work/study 
wages.  The biodiesel 
could then be used by 
Cornell Transportation to 
replace diesel, which  
 

currently costs about $3/ 
gallon.  Biodiesel is a 
much cleaner fuel and is a 
renewable resource, 
unlike fossil fuels.  The 
group has produced a full 
proposal for the project 
and plans to present it to 
Cornell Dining soon. 
     Meanwhile, Christina 
Copeland has organized a 
group looking to reduce 
bottled water use on cam-
pus.  There are a number 
of issues surrounding bot-
tled water, including the 
petroleum used to pro-
duce the bottles, the en-
ergy required for the 
transport of water, and 
misconceptions regarding 
the quality of the water  

itself.  Tap water is more-
frequently tested and ac-
tually much safer to drink.  
The group has been 
working on plans to in-
crease access to water 
fountains and increase use 
of nalgenes.  The group is 
also bringing some of 
their ideas to Pepsi, ven-
dor of Aquafina on cam-
pus. 
     Finally, Whitney Lar-
sen (WBL5) and Beth 
Martin (EAM268) have 
been working on out-
reach.  They have put to-
gether a PowerPoint pres-
entation that will be used 
by a North Campus peer 
education to educate new 
students about sustain 

-ability.  The presentation 
is intended to encourage 
small changes that can be 
made by students, as well 
inspire students to get 
more involved in the en-
vironmental movement.  
In addition, the outreach 
team has been working to 
set up a joint newsletter 
and blog with Ithaca Col-
lege to encourage more 
exchange of ideas be-
tween the two schools 
and the rest of the Ithaca 
community.  The blog has 
already been set up, and 
can be accessed at 
www.sustainithaca.org.  
Contact Carlos (CMR55) 
to write for the blog. 

 



Cornells’ hydroplant at Fall Creek 
supplies renewable energy from the creek. 
From: http://www.utilities.cornell.edu/
utl_hydroelectricplant.html 

     The Cornell University 
Renewable Energy Soci-
ety (CURES) is a new or-
ganization on campus 
that id dedicated to pro-
motion of and education 
about renewable energy 
sources.  Why is renew-
able better?  There are 
many answers to this 
question, such as saving 
nature, promoting cleaner 
air, conserving natural 
resources, etc. Those are 
wonderful reasons for 
renewable energy, but the 
economic advantages of 
renewable energy will 
probably have the greatest 
impact on our legislators. 

not decrease by any no-
ticeable amount. But, the 
more oil and coal we use, 
the less and less we have 
left in the world. Any 
economist can see a prob-
lem here: as the supply of 
oil and coal is constantly 
decreasing, while demand 
stays constant (which by 
most estimates, it’s more 
likely to increase, but as-
sume constant for now), 
the price of oil and coal 
will eventually grow to-
wards infinity, or rather, 
some really unaffordable 
number. You think 3-4 
dollars a gallon is bad? 
People in Europe are al-

on “renewable energy” 
yields a page, with a chart 
from the “World Energy 
Assessment, 2004 Up-
date.” Here are the main 
points shown in the chart 
below: 

ready paying more, and 
there is no way the price 
is going to go down in the 
long run. By some esti-
mates, all of the petro-
leum we have left on 
Earth will be depleted 
within 50 years. So, even 
ignoring the environ-
mental benefits of a 
cleaner air or a greener 
world, it is still a very 
good idea to begin invest-
ing in renewable energy 
sources. For example, a 
simple Wikipedia search 

Why are Renewable 
Sources Better? 
     Renewable energy 
sources, by definition, are 
sources of energy that do 
not disappear over time, 
or rather, our usage of 
this energy does not de-
crease its overall supply in 
the world. Common ex-
amples are wind, solar 
and water energy sources, 
where, no matter how 
much wind we use to 
generate power, the over-
all wind in the world will 

The data is for a general 
overview of current 
status, and predicted fu-
ture costs of large-scale 
implementation. Note, 
coal is given here as a 
comparison, but in some 
G8 nations, such as 
America, the cost of coal 
could be as high as 15 
cents/kWh. 
      The reason a range of 
energy exists is because in 
some cases, it’s a little 
cheaper to produce en-
ergy in some places than 
others. For example, it’s 
cheaper to produce solar 
power where there’s more 
sun year round, say some-
where near the equator, 
than places with com-
paratively lower amounts 
of sunlight year round, 
such as Canada or Alaska. 
Also note how much 
cheaper some of these 
sources of energy will be 
once the proper infra-
structure is developed. 

“So, even ignoring the 
environmental benefits of a 
cleaner air or a greener world, it is 
still a very good idea to begin 
investing in renewable energy 
sources.” 
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CURES:  How Energy Works and Why Renewable is Better 

So what do we do? 
     Well, there is a consid-
erable amount of research 
and development that 
needs to be done, not to 
mention the initial invest-
ment for such power 

plants to be developed, in 
order for large-scale en-
ergy production using 
purely renewable sources 
to be economically feasi-
ble. So, what can we do? 
Well, you could enter the 
field of renewable energy 
research, but for those of 
us who have other plans 
in mind, we can simply be 
aware of the growing 
need for renewable en-
ergy, and continue edu-
cating ourselves and oth-
ers about this growing 
need, and the benefits of  

   2001 Energy Costs 
(cents/kWh) 

Future Energy Cost 
(cents/kWh) 

Wind  4‐8  3‐10 
Solar Photovoltaic  25‐160  5‐25 
Solar Thermal  12‐34  4‐20 

Large Hydropower  2‐10  2‐10 
Small Hydropower  2‐12  2‐10 

Geothermal  2‐10  1‐8 
Biomass  3‐12  4‐10 

Coal (comparison)  4    



     KyotoNOW! started 
strong this semester with 
new members and several 
campaigns. Together with 
the Sustainability Hub, 
KyotoNOW! is a key 
member of the Sustain-
able Investment Coali-
tion, which is working to 
ensure that Cornell uses 
its endowment to support 
sustainable and socially 
responsible companies. 
We are also organizing 
the New York Climate 
Summit, which will take 
place from November 16-
18 at Cornell (Warren 
Hall). The focus will be to 
train campus and commu-
nity organizers and to 
draft a plan of action to 

 be the largest youth con-
ference yet on climate, 
bringing together 3,000-
5,000 youth from all over 
the nation. We need as 
many Cornellians to go 
and represent the leading 
figure that Cornell has 
been on the issue of 
global warming. Finally, 
we are working with the 
Climate Neutrality Com-
mittee to look into ways 
of making Cornell cli-
mate neutral. We plan to 
use the $10,000 we won 
from MTV's Break the 
Oil Addiction for a pro-
ject that will reduce emis-
sions on campus. 

KyotoNOW! Organizes NY Climate Summit 

 pressure Albany to pass a 
bill that will reduce green-
house gas emissions 80% 
below 1990 levels by 
2050. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We are also recruiting 
students for Powershift 
2007, the first ever youth 
national climate confer-
ence, to be held at the 
University of Maryland 
on November 2-5. It will 
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CURES:  article contin-
ued from page 3 
renewable energy. We can 
promote the idea of re-
newable energy to our leg-
islators, and push for in-
crease funding and invest-
ment into the research. 
Or, we can simply keep 
this in mind as an issue we 
want to consider when we 
vote, or just spread the 
word. No one is expecting 
change overnight, but we 
can start working towards 
a better tomorrow with 
renewable energy. Renew-
able energy is a real possi-
bility. With enough re-
search funding and invest-
ment, it won’t just be a far 
off dream. 
     Any comments or 
questions can be directed 
to jc867@cornell.edu. 

     This month has been a 
big one for Farm to Cor-
nell.  The cookbook cal-
endar is finished and for 
sale!  It features photo-
graphs and drawings of 
local agriculture, with 
recipes for a seasonal lo-
cal meal each month.  It 
is for September 2007 – 
December 2008.  It is 

beautiful, and the recipes 
are delicious!  It is $15 if 
you buy one from me 
(mgg22) or Jessie (jac282), 
and the money is going 
into the Cornell Commu-
nity University Student 
Sustainability Project fund 
(CUSSP), for financing 
student initiatives to pro-
mote sustainability at 

Cornell and in the greater 
community.  In addition, 
Wednesday Sept 26th was 
the second annual Fall 
Harvest Dinner at RPU—
a meal featuring local 
food in all the dishes.  It 
drew a large crowd!!  Bill 
McKibben, author and 
environmentalist, spoke 
before hand on local 

Farm to Cornell September Update 

 

Logo promoting Power Shift 
2007, an event that 
KyotoNOW! Is recruiting 
students for.  From: http://
powershift07.org/promote 

“We are also recruiting 
students for Powershift 
2007, the first ever 
youth national climate 
conference…bringing 
together 3,000-5,000 
youth.” 



     In a lecture titled 
Building the Climate Move-
ment, activist and writer 
Bill McKibben talked 
about his experiences or-
ganizing grassroots dem-
onstrations to combat 
global warming.  McKib-
ben is the author of sev-
eral books, including The 
End of Nature, but re-
cently got involved in po-
litical activism in order to 
instigate greater change.   
     With a small group of 
friends and colleagues, he 

organized Step It Up, a 
national day of climate 
action that resulted in 
nearly 1400 rallies in 48 
states.  The rallies ranged 
from thousands of people 
gathered in New York 
City, to a handful of 
scuba divers off the coast 
of Florida, all demanding 
80% cuts in carbon diox-
ide emissions by 2050.  
This level of reductions 
would keep us below the 
red line benchmark of 
450 ppm carbon dioxide 

in the atmosphere.  Be-
yond this level, global 
warming will be irreversi-
ble and detrimental to our 
way of life. 
     Unfortunately, pleas 
for change have thus far 
been received by unre-
sponsive White House 
and Congress.  That is 
why the theme of Step It 
Up 2 is leadership.  Con-
gressmen from around 
the nation will be invited 
to attend and participate 
in rallies this fall.  A rally 
will be held in Ithaca on 
November 3rd in Tutelo 

Bill McKibben at Cornell 

which is the case for other forms 
of transportation. 
     One of our team’s member vis-
ited Sweden last weekend for an 
international PRT conference. It 
seems that many companies are 
interested in looking at Ithaca as a 
potential site to install this system. 
The advantage of installing such a 
system is that it would reduce con-
gestion and bring more people to-
ward the city center, improving 
businesses. It would also connect 
people to areas of affordable hous-
ing, allow more people to live 
nearer to the city center. If this sys-
tem comes to Ithaca, we would 
become a model for sustainable 
transportation that would be re-
garded highly by other cities all 
around the nation. 

     Currently, the group is working 
on establishing a long-term trans-
portation and redevelopment plan 
for the City. We are looking into 
developing a personal rapid transit 
system (PRT) in Ithaca. A PRT is 
like an overhead rail system, but 
has been developed over the last 
two decades to reduce costs, im-
prove attractiveness, and increase 
effectiveness. The PRT is basically 
an on-demand mobility system that 
carries people from station to sta-
tion rather than the structures, 

Introducing CONNECT ITHACA  
and their Futuristic Transportation Proposal 

     Connect Ithaca is a new group 
composed of Ithaca residents and 
students from Cornell and Ithaca 
College. Connect Ithaca aims to 
share wisdom, news and ideas 
about the global sustainability 
movement with our community 
     More specifically, we will inves-
tigate and promote a range of pos-
sibilities for how we might redesign 
regional transportation and land-
use planning in anticipation of ris-
ing energy prices, climate change, 
and demographic shifts. 
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Right: A proposed PRT 
model by Skytran 
http://www.skytran.net/ 
Left:  A model track and 
car for the ULTra system 
by the company Advanced 
Transport Systems LTD.  
http://www.atsltd.co.uk/ 

Park, the site of a Native 
American village named 
Coreorgonal, which 
means “keeping the pipe 
of peace.”  To get in-
volved, visit http://
StepItUp2007.org. 



The Sustainable Enterprise Association has broken into four committees this year with different objectives.  Below 
there is a brief summary of each SEA Project Committees with the leader’s e-mail information: 

Sustainable Enterprise Association Breaks into Groups 
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SustaInvest/Finance Initia-
tives:   
This committee will launch 
the Sustainable Investment 
Challenge.  It will also cospon-
sor the Sustainable Investment 
Coalition and lead a Sustain-
ability-Driven Management 
Panel Discussion. 

-Allison Silverstein (als232@cornell.edu) 
- Addison Raap (awr22@cornell.edu) 
- Richard Weidel (raw49@cornell.edu) 

SEA Event Planning:   
This committee will collaborate with other sustainable clubs 
like Sustainability Hub to host sustainable- related events like 

“Sustain Your Appe-
tite” where local food 
companies will display 
their products on 
Campus Sustainability 
Day. It is great for 
people interested in 
meeting people on-
campus and off-
campus with similar 
sustainability interests. 
- Melissa Kim 
(msk57@cornell.edu) 
- Emily Isaacs 
(eri2@cornell.edu) 

SEA Salons: 

 These are 
educational/
social events, 
which will be 
hosted ap-
proximately 
twice each 
month on-campus or at a SEA member’s home 
in close vicinity to campus with special guests 
(i.e., professors, advisors, etc.). This is the only 
time during which SEA meets as one group. 
- Leah Feygin (lbf32@cornell.edu) 
- Marina Goland (mg345@cornell.edu) 

Net Impact Under-
grad: 

 All programming will 
be related to the Net 
Impact Sustainable 
Business network with 
which SEA is affiliated 
(www.netimpact.org). 
There will be opportu-
nities to get involved 
with The Johnson 
School’s Net Impact 
MBA Group projects. 
- Allison Silverstein 
(als232@cornell.edu) 
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The Sustainability Hub  
Meetings: Wednesdays at 5:30 PM  
Location: 181 Goldwin Smith  

Check out the Sustainability Hub at http://rso.cornell.edu/sustainabilityhub 
Write for the Sustainable Ithaca blog at www.sustainithaca.org 


